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Guide for Authors
(1) Manuscript Preparation
The text should be double-spaced throughout and with a minimum of 3cm for left and right
hand margins and 5cm at head and foot. Text should be standard 12 point. Authors are
advised to use the 'spell-check' and 'grammar-check' functions of the word processor. A
separate title page should contain author information (see below).

(i) Title Page
(a) Title. The title of the manuscript should be concise and informative. Titles are often
used in information-retrieval systems. Avoid abbreviations and formulae where
possible.
(b) Author names and affiliations. State first and family names clearly and full. No
abbreviations please. Present the authors' affiliation addresses (where the actual work
was done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lower-case superscript
letter immediately after the author's name and in front of the appropriate address.
Provide the full postal address of each affiliation, including the country name and, the
e-mail address of each author.
(c) Corresponding author. In the case of more than one author, clearly indicate who will
handle correspondence at all stages of refereeing and publication. Please provide the
email address, the complete postal address.
(d) Bio-data. A short bio-data of about 100 words of the author(s) should be included on
the title page.
(ii) Abstract
A concise abstract of about 150 words is required. The abstract should state briefly
the purpose of the paper, major results and conclusions. It must be written in such a
way that it can stand alone.
(iii)

Keywords

Provide a maximum of 7 keywords immediately after the abstract.
(2) Titles
Titles and subheadings should be brief and clear. Sections/subheadings should be numbered.
(3) Language of the JLS
JLS publishes papers in English and French only. Quotations of text fragments from other
languages should be accompanied with an English translation (if the paper is in English).
Also, there should be French translations of English quotations in a paper written in French.
(4) Length of manuscript
A manuscript should not exceed 8,000 words including the abstract, endnotes and references.
(5) Citation in text
References made in the text should be presented in the reference list (and vice versa). Unpublished results and personal communications are not recommended in the reference list, but
may be mentioned in the text. Citation of a reference as 'in press' implies that the item has
been accepted for publication. Citations in the text should follow the following order: ‘Fairclough (2001), or (Fairclough, 2001).’
(6) Quotations
Quotations are to be cited in single inverted commas with indications, where appropriate, of
any omission, added emphasis, or other alteration to the original. Quotations more than 4
lines should be indented and typed in single line spacing without quotation marks.
(7) Guidelines for submitting figures and other graphics
Illustrations, figures, graphics and tables should appear in the body of the manuscript where
the author wants them. Tables and figures should have short descriptive titles. The journal
would prefer tables and figures rather than artworks.
(8) Referencing Style

The JLS adopts the Harvard referencing style. For example:
(i) Journal publication by a single or multiple authors:
Nwoye, O. (1993) ‘Social Issues on Walls: Graffiti in University Lavatories’, Discourse &
Society 4(4), 419–442.
Androutsopoulos , J. (ed.) (2006) ‘Introduction: Sociolinguistics and computer-mediated
communication.’ Journal of Sociolinguistics 10(4), 419–438.
Newhagen, J. and Ancell, M. (1995) ‘The Expression of Emotion and Social Status in
the Language of Bumper Stickers.’ Journal of Language and Social Psychology 14(3),
312–3 23.
(ii) Book
Lemke, J.L. (1995) Textual Politics: Discourse and Social Dynamics. London: Taylor &
Francis.
(iii) Chapter in an edited book
Foucault, M. (1991a) ‘Politics and the Study of Discourse’, in G. Burchell, C. Gordon and
P.H. Miller (eds). The Foucault Effect: Studies in Governmentality, pp. 53–72. Hemel
Hempstead: Harvester Wheatsheaf.
*For more details please consult the current Harvard or APA style sheet. Authors in literature
and literary studies may adopt the MLA style.
(9) Endnotes
Endnotes are optional and should be used sparingly.
(10) Acknowledgements and funding information
Acknowledgements and funding information should come immediately after the main text before the endnotes (where applicable).
(11) Submission
Manuscripts and reviews should be sent as an email attachment to: editorjlcs@cu.edu.ng

