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Abstract: Democratizing many of Nigeria’s political institutions, structures, and processes has been a

general clamor in the polity for the past ten years of return to civil rule. This is an obvious reaction to the

decades of militarization of the system, which has led to very poor administration of civil-based structures. One

of the worrisome areas is the foreign policy environment of Nigeria, which even between 1999 and now, has

witnessed the personalization and personification of the processes by the chief executive in his “kitchen

cabinet”. Civil society and indeed citizens have had little or no role to play in the decision-making of Nigeria’s

external affairs (cases abound, including the ceding of Bakassi to Cameroon). But in democracy, citizens’

opinions, desires, expectations, and interests should count. Indeed, citizens have a major role to play in the

diplomacy of contemporary times, as typified by the United States. Based on the author’s intense participation-

observation across the American foreign policy terrains in a special Fulbright program, this paper explores the

American foreign policy environment, and offers policy recipes for Nigeria in genuine democratization of its

diplomatic environment.
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